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From left are Grace Case Representative Jeremy Thomas 
along with students Blanca Antolin, Averie Ayers, Annie Le, 
Rebecca Yox and Matthew Armstrong representing FBLA and 
other student organizations. FBLA spearheaded an on-cam-
pus collection drive for Grace Case which gives essential items 
to children who are removed from their home quickly and tak-
en to a foster home. The collection was part of Giving Tuesday 
(a global initiative to give back to local charities, orga-
nizations, etc..). A large of items were collected includ-
ing fl eece blankets, colored pencils, children’s books, 
coloring books for teenagers and travel items such as 
shampoo, conditioners, body wash, toothbrushes and 
toothpaste. FBLA would like to thank the following 
organizations for their contributions: HOSA, Student 
Council, National Honor Society, National Technical 
Honor Society and Mr. Alston’s students.
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Andersson and  Jensen 

By TAYLOR DILLARD
Tigertalk Staff Writer
  The high school’s two for-
eign exchange students this 
year, William Jensen and 
Amanda Andersson, are ex-
periencing Christmas away 
from home this year. We in-
terviewed them about their 
experiences and time here in 
America so far and Mount 
Pleasant High School. Here 
is what they said:
  1. Where are you from 
and what is your primary 
language?
  Amanda- Gothenburg, 
Sweden; Swedish
   William- Denmark; Dan-
ish
  2. What made you 
want to become a foreign 
exchange student?
 Amanda- “I have always 
been quite independent and 
wanted to do things by my-
self. I was kind of tired of 
everything being the same 
and I was craving an adven-
ture, and America has al-
ways interested me. I can al-
ready see how this year has 
changed me and I’ve learned 
so much about the world and 
myself in such a short time.”
   William- I “wanted to chal-
lenge myself and try some-
thing different and then it’s 
just a big experience.”
  3. What is your typical 
day like back home? 
  Amanda- “It’s way different 
from here. First, my sched-
ule looks different each day 
of the week, and the classes 
are longer. I would say that 
I prefer the Swedish system 
over the American system, 
only because it gives me 
more own responsibility and 
I can plan my time easier 
and how I want to work.
 “To me, it helps that the 
classes are longer because 
I really have time to get 

Foreign exchange spending
Christmas away from home

started and get stuff done. 
We also have longer breaks 
between our classes which 
gives me more time to spend 
time with my friends which I 
really appreciate, especially 
because we don’t have sports 
in school where I get to meet 
them as I do here.” 
  William- “It’s very different. 
We only have one class and 
one classroom, and then the 
teacher comes to our class. 
Also, sports are not connect-
ed to the school, it’s outside 
of the school. And then we 
have a different schedule ev-

ery day.”
 4. What do you like 
about America? What do 
you fi nd weird?
  Amanda- “I love that the 
people are so friendly and 
open to talk to anyone, it is 
defi nitely something I want 
to try to bring back home. In 
Sweden the people are friend-
ly, but so much more in their 
own bubble which makes it 
hard to meet new people. I 
also love how everything is 
so extra, you always go all in 
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on every holiday and occasion. 
 “There’s not anything in particular that I 
fi nd weird, just different. The food, polit-
ical views, the importance of your history 
and the way you treat other people and also 
everyday things like to not always take your 
shoes off when you enter a house are exam-
ples of things that I’ve noticed are different, 
but not in a bad way.”
  William- “All of the people are very nice. 
Some of the food Americans eat are very 
weird and it’s really unhealthy.”
5. How is Christmas at your home 
compared to here in America?
  Amanda- “The celebration is not very dif-
ferent from how you do it here in Ameri-
ca, the main difference would be that put 
celebration occurs on the 24th instead of 
the 25th. We wake up on the 24th and open 
the presents in our stocking, get ready and 
then watch Donald Duck and other Disney 
shows at 3 o’clock on the TV and then we 
eat the traditional food such as ham and 
meatballs.
   “After this, Santa comes by and we open 
all of our presents. The 25th is more for you 
to relax, eat leftovers and play with the new 

toys.”
  William- “A lot of things are the same, 
except we have some different traditions, 
such as dancing around the Christmas tree, 
and celebrating it on the 24th instead of the 
25th.”
   7. What’s your favorite Christmas 
tradition?
  Amanda- “My favorite thing about Christ-
mas has always been the month before 
Christmas, and not so much about the 24th 
itself. I love making gingerbread and oth-
er treats, decorating the tree and wrapping 
presents.”
  William- “All of the good Christmas food.”
   8. What are you looking forward to 
most this Christmas?
  Amanda- “I’m just looking forward to see-
ing how a real Christmas is celebrated here 
on the other side of the world. Everything 
is so much bigger and extreme, and I love 
it! I want to see it all and I look forward 
to spending Christmas in Indiana together 
with my host family.”
  William- “Just having fun with my Amer-
ican family and trying all the American 
Christmas traditions.”

TPSA students place in competition
  Law Enforcement teacher 
Ricky Chamness took 10 of 
his students to Georgetown 
High School on Dec. 1 for 
the 2nd Annual Texas Pub-
lic Service Teacher Associ-
ation Competition.  
  It was the fi rst time MPHS 
participated in this compe-
tition and at the end of the 
day, Marco Ponce, Marti-
na Ramirez and Ariel Baez 
placed third in the Burglary 
in Progress event.  
 According to Chamness, 
the students were put in a 
real-world law enforcement 
scenario.  They received a 
call from dispatch of a bur-
glary in progress and had 
to respond accordingly.  
“Part of the reason that they 
placed was because they 
encountered a person leav-
ing the scene,” said Cham-
ness. 
 “They stopped the person 
to make identifi cation and 

discovered a gun in the bas-
ket he was carrying.  They 
detained that person and 
then were able to apprehend 
the burglars inside the build-

ing.  It was our fi rst time par-
ticipating in this competition 
and we had no idea what to 
expect.  They did an excel-
lent job.”

From left are Ponce, Chamness, Ramirez and Baez.
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Christmas Parade
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Staff picks Liera, Davis
for All-School Boy, Girl
By KAYLA CUELLAR
Tigertalk Staff Writer
   The high school staff has 
named Jose Liera and Harp-
er Davis as All-School Boy 
and Girl. This honor is con-
sidered among the highest of 
superlative awards since it 
comes from the staff.
  Liera is the son of Victor 
and Paulina Liera. He plans 
to study computer science 
and help out with develop-
ments of new technologies. 
His role model is Alan Tur-
ing along with his graduat-
ing class. 
  Jose was asked what it means 
to be recognized by teachers 
and staff. His response was 
“At fi rst, it was very hard to 
internalize ‘Out of everyone, 
did the staff really nominate 

me?’ Now I realize that I 
should thank every teach-
er I’ve had for helping me 
achieve the things I have.”
 His school activities and 
awards include: UIL Math, 
TAMUT Math Contest: 
Overall Winner, participant 
in FBLA and a tutor at Cos-
mo Scholars. Some of his 
hobbies are: video games, 
going out with friends, keep-
ing a journal (writing crazy 
stories). 
 Jose’s favorite subject is 
math because “it’s like learn-
ing a language except the 
rules don’t change.”
 Jose also hopes to be re-
membered by his personality 
and eccentric behaviors.
  Davis is the daughter of 
Jenny and Roy Stovall. She 

plans to major in Aerospace 
Logistics and will attend 
Oklahoma State Universi-
ty in the fall. Harper’s role 
model is her uncle Chris 
Davis. Harper said she was 
honored with the selection.
“This recognition means so 
much to me, and I am very 
grateful for the teachers who 
felt I was deserving of this 
honor,” Davis said.
  Her school activities in-
clude: Tiger Doll Captain, 
NHS President and Editor of 
Tiger Talk. Hobbies include 
dancing and traveling. Harp-
er hopes her classmates think 
of her in upcoming years as 
someone who was kind.
   Her favorite subject is jour-
nalism because “I love writ-
ing and Mr. Whitten.”

Liera and Davis were recognized by the high school staff.
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Molina, Yox named Mr. and Miss MPHS
By HARPER DAVIS
Tigertalk Editor
  Rebecca Yox and Di-
ego Melina were re-
cently chosen by their 
senior class as Mr. and 
Miss MPHS by the se-
nior class.
  Rebecca is the   daugh-
ter of Andrew and 
Christine Yox. She is 
a four year member of 
the MPHS Goin’ Gold 
Band along with being 
in UIL, Future Busi-
ness Leaders of Ameri-
ca, vice president of the 
National Honor Soci-
ety and an editor of the 
Tiger Talk Newspaper. 
   Yox was also recently 
chosen as Homecom-
ing Queen. Outside of 
school Yox plays the 
pipe organ at Good 
Shepard Lutheran 
Church. 
  Yox has had a very 
successful high school 
career so far and con-
tinues to strive for ex-
cellence after. 
  “I plan to attend Con-
cordia University Ne-
braska and major in 
Biology,” Yox said.
  Despite the fact Yox 
holds multiple lead-
ership positions and 
is heavily involved in 
school, that is not what 
she wants to be remem-
bered for.
  “I hope I am remem-
bered for being a good 
friend,” Yox said. 
  Yox is grateful and 
honored that her peers 

chose her as Miss. 
MPHS.
  “I am thankful that my 
peers thought me wor-
thy of this honor,” Yox 
said.
  Diego is the son of 
Jorge and Barbarita 
Molina and was also re-
cently chosen as Home-
coming King.  

  After high school Mo-
lina plans to attend the 
Art Institute of Dallas 
and study music pro-
duction. 
  Molina was happy 
to have received this 
award. “It feels really 
cool to have this oppor-
tunity to represent my 
school.” Molina said.

Molina and Yox were honored by their respective seniors.
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By MATTHEW ARMSTRONG
Tigertalk Staff Writer
  “Flight #45 is now boarding for Charlotte, 
N.C.” 
   Those are the words that started a journey 
that reunited me with my greatest friends, 
and began the journey to my second national 
conference.
  Future Business Leaders of America host 
annual conferences that allow members from 
all over the country to come together and 
network, work together, and make lasting 
friendships. The National Leadership Con-
ference (NLC) is held during the summer, 
while the National Fall Leadership Confer-
ence (NFLC) is held in November at three 
different locations. 
  While there we had the chance to attend en-
gaging workshops with business profession-
als, and even got the opportunity to present 
two ourselves. Since June, the Texas FBLA 
State Offi cers have been preparing work-
shops that were presented at both the NLC 
and NFLC. 
   We inform students of how to act in a prop-
er manner during job interviews. Through-
out the presentation, we invite attendees to 
the stage and allow them to participate in 
mock interviews. 
   The State Action Team also present an 
interactive workshop over different team 
building activities that can be implemented 
at their local chapters. 

  As state offi cers, we found out the impor-
tance of forming bonds with one another, 
and knew this was an important trait that 
needed to be taught to all those within the 
organization. 
  While the trip was mostly business, we had 
the chance to explore the city also. Charlotte 
is home to the Carolina Panthers, the NA-
SCAR Hall of Fame, and numerous show 
stopping restaurants. During our free time, 
we took advantage of all the city had to of-
fer, and made many lasting memories.  
  For two days, we were fi lled with the knowl-
edge of business professionals, and taught 
many things that will help us throughout our 
transition into college and into the work-
force.
  This was just one of many events, I have 
had the opportunity to attend as a state of-
fi cer. Texas FBLA along with all other Ca-
reer and Technology Student Organizations’ 
will be in Austin advocating for Career and 
Technology Education at the beginning of 
the upcoming year.
  Having the opportunity to advocate for 
this organization, as well as all other orga-
nizations that allow students to further their 
education has been an honor. I am proud to 
represent our school, community, and the 
members of Texas FBLA on the State Ac-
tion Team. 
  Throughout the year, members of FBLA 

Armstrong has opportunity to attend
FBLA National Leadership Conference

Armstrong, left, along with other members of the Texas State Action Team.

See Armstrong, Pg. 9
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also have the opportunity to attend the State 
Leadership Conference, Area Competitions, 
and Area Fall Leadership Workshops. This 
year’s State Leadership Conference will be 
held in Houston. Once a year, members of 
Texas FBLA come together and compete for 
a chance to attend the National Leadership 

Armstrong from Page 8Armstrong from Page 8
Conference in San Antonio. 
This year, students will “Explore New Fron-
tiers” through the engaging and interactive 
workshops and through their respective 
events. I have had the privilege to help plan 
this event, and it will be one that all in atten-
dance will remember for a lifetime. 

Courreges named DAR Good Citizen
  Audrey Courreges was re-
cently selected as the Mt. 
Pleasant High School DAR 
Good Citizen.  She is a se-
nior at MPHS and is the 
daughter of Steve and Cathy 
Courreges.  
   The Martha Laird Chapter 
of the National Society of 
the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution sponsors the 
DAR Good Citizen program 
in our area.  This contest is 
designed to honor an out-
standing young person in a 
high school’s senior class 
who demonstrates the four 
qualities of a DAR Good 
Citizen:  Dependability, 
Service, Leadership, and 
Patriotism.
   Audrey has held numerous 
leadership roles in campus 
organizations.  She is cur-
rently Secretary of Nation-
al Honor Society, Captain 
of the Speech and Debate 
team, Captain of the Current 
Events Leadership team, 
and Manager of the MPHS 
Goin’ Gold Band.  
  In addition to leadership, 
service to the community 
is another important char-
acteristic that good citizens 
possess.  Audrey helped cre-
ate a peer tutoring program 
where students can receive 
free tutoring after school in 
various subjects. 
 She has managed that pro-
gram successfully and also 
raised money to award a 
scholarship to the most 
valuable tutor in the pro-
gram.   She has also spent 
numerous hours volunteer-
ing at UIL Events, parking 

cars at the Titus County Fair, 
and helping with various 
other school and community 
functions.
   Audrey won the National 
Speech and Debate Associ-
ate (NSDA) All-American 
Award and received NSDA 
Outstanding Distinction.  
She was also a member of 
the fi rst team in school his-
tory to qualify for the TFA 
state tournament.  She re-
ceived the Most Valuable 
Extemp-er Award in 2017 
and was selected as the New-
comer of the Year in 2016.  
She received the Academic 
Blanket Awards in English 
I, English II, and English 
III.  As a junior she received 

the John Ratcliffe Rising 
Lone Star Award, the Wood-
men Life American History 
Award, and the Lions Club 
Outstanding Youth Award.  
She also received the Ron-
ald Reagan Student Leader 
Award during her sopho-
more year.
  Being selected as the MPHS 
Good Citizen provides Au-
drey the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the scholarship 
portion of the program at the 
local Chapter level.  
  Each contest entry is eval-
uated by independent, non-
DAR judges.  The winning 
entry is advanced through 
state and national levels of 
judging.

Courreges is shown with MPHS Principal Dustin Cook.
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NHS members pick up trash 
as part of Adopt-A-Highway
By REBECCA YOX
Tigertalk Co-Editor
  The National Honor Society 
recently partnered with TX-
DOT Adopt-A-Highway pro-
gram and picked up trash over a 
2-mile stretch on Highway 271 
the Saturday before Thanksgiv-
ing break.
  “Our fi rst pick-up event was 
a major success,” NHS Advisor 
Mr. David Clark said. “The stu-
dents really did a great job.”
  NHS picked up a total of 62 
bags of trash along with numer-
ous tire rubber pieces and about 
four sleeves of roofi ng shingles.
 “It was nice to see our class 

come together and give back to 
the community,” senior Taylor 
Dillard said. “The best part was 
hearing people honk and shout 
words of encouragement as 
they passed by.”
  With over 50 members volun-
teering their time, it only took 
an hour to pick up all the trash.    
The students were given a mini 
training session and then fur-
nished with safety signs, gloves 
and trash bags.
   “I think I made a difference by 
picking up all the plastic cans 
that are dangerous to the envi-
ronment,” senior Maria Mendez 
said. “Now when people drive 

by and see that the highway is 
clean, they will have a good im-
age of the Mount Pleasant com-
munity,”
  NHS is planning their next 
pick up day in February.
  “The TXDOT Adopt-A-High-
way program is a great oppor-
tunity for groups to service 
their community,” Clark said. 
“I hope this will be an on-go-
ing project for NHS for years to 
come.”

NHS members serve 
community by picking up trash.

By MARIA MENDEZ
Tigertalk Staff Writer
  The student body has selected Class 
Offi cers for the 2018–2019 school 
year.   
 The senior class offi cers are Presi-
dent Ja’Quacy Minter, Vice-President 
Aslin Barrientos, Secretary Blanca 
Antolin, and Treasurer Tripp Hinton. 
  Leading the junior class are Presi-
dent John Rodriguez, Vice-President 
Jacqueline Juarez, Secretary Caroline 
Rose, and Treasurer Daisy Ayala. 
  Offi cers for the sophomore class are 
President Faith Logan, Vice-President 
Leslie Espinoza, Secretary Valeria 
Moreno, and Treasurer Sashi Poudel. 
  Freshman class offi cers include  Pres-
ident Connely Cowan, Vice-President 
Leslie Moreno and Secretary Beth 
Lockett. 

Class offi cers elected
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By HARPER DAVIS
Tigertalk Editor
 Varsity softball player Jor-
dan Dickerson recently 
signed to play on the next 
level with Northwestern 
State University. 
  Dickerson has been playing 
softball for the past 13 years. 
  “I love the competitiveness 
that comes with the game,” 
Dickerson said. “The sport 
creates lifelong bonds be-
tween teammates.”
  Dickerson will continue 
playing her current position. 
  “I play short stop for the 
school and my select team 
and that is also what I will 
play with Northwestern,” 
Dickerson said. 
 Northwestern State is locat-
ed in Natchitoches, La. and 
stood out to Dickerson in 
many ways. 
  “The community itself is 

Dickerson signs to play softball
at Northwestern State University

great,” Dickerson said. “The 
school offers me so many 
opportunities and the chem-
istry of all the athletic pro-
grams is amazing.”
  Dickerson is looking for-
ward to the classes as well.
  “I have not come to a defi n-
itive decision on my major 
yet,” Dickerson said. “Defi -
nitely something in the med-
ical fi eld though.”
  Ready for all her hard work 
to pay off, Dickerson anx-
iously anticipates the up-
coming year. 
  “I have played softball and 
worked to become the best 
I can be for as long as I can 
remember,” Dickerson said.  
 “To see that everything is 
unfolding so perfectly makes 
me happy.”
  Dickerson is grateful for 
everyone who has helped her 
get to this point. 

  “Nothing I did was done on 
my own,” Dickerson said. 
“My parents are such bless-
ings. From funding all our 
travels and equipment, go-
ing with me to lessons and 
practices, and being there for 
support in the good and bad I 
can’t thank them enough.
  “I’ve had the help of the 
best coaches and teammates 
and would not be close to 
where I am without them.”
  This opportunity is more 
than just a scholarship to 
Dickerson. 
  “This is a dream coming to 
reality,” Dickerson said. “I 
look forward to continuing 
my softball career at the col-
legiate level. This does not 
change much though, my ul-
timate goal has and always 
will be to just better my-
self as a person, player, and 
teammate.”

Dickerson, center, is pictured with her parents Kenny and Carole.
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By BAILEY SISK
Tigertalk Staff Writer
  The varsity boys basketball team have kicked 
off their season with several pre district games 
and tournaments. 
  A lot of the team players wrapped up football 
season and went straight onto the basketball 
court.
  “It always takes several weeks for our our 
multi-sport guys to get into basketball shape. 
The extensive cutting, slides, sprints and 
jumps that are required in a basketball game 
are needed for longer periods of time,” Tigers 
assistant coach Drew Barkley said.
  “They have been working hard to regain their 
form. They have also been tested mentally 
with having to learn a new offense but have re-
sponded positively and I think you’ll see that 
with their success on the court.” 
  A big obstacle the team is having to face is 
replacing the height they lost from last year. 
  “It’s been a challenge losing all of our seniors 
from last year. Their height was a big asset to 
our success last year, “ junior Jamarion Brown 
said. 
  Despite the challenge of losing four of the 
starters from last season, the team has contin-
ued to work hard and prepare for the  
season. 
  “This offseason we focused on putting in a 
new offensive system that would allow more 
position fl exibility and allow us to play some 
ball,” Barkley said.
  “Conditioning and depth are key for the style 
of basketball we want to play. Our guys have 
been working hard to get in shape, play heavy 
minutes, and keep our skills at a high level all 
while playing fast.”   
  Tigers head basketball coach Joey Chism 
said playing in last year’s regional tournament 
has helped prepare the team for this season.
 “I believe playing in the regional tournament 
has helped our kids understand that you can’t 
take games for granted,” Chism said. “Our 
success from last year has helped the player 
and coaches build on different aspect of the 
game and be able to approach the game dif-
ferently.” 
  The players are ready to take on the season.
  “My goal for us is to play our best every 
game and make it into playoffs” senior Anteri-
ous Beard said. 
  Coach Chism’s expectations for the team are 
the same as they are every year.
  “We want to put our kids in the best position 
possible to help develop and make them the 
best player they can possibly be,” Chism said.

Tigers starting to round
into basketball shape

Jamarion Brown goes up for a layup.

Anterius Beard drives by a defender.
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By JORDAN DICKERSON
Tigertalk Staff Writer
  The Lady Tigers varsity basketball 
team hope that non-district play and 
tournament hopes them grow on and off 
the court.
    The team starts district on Jan. 4 and 
will be doing so with a team full of 
young players.
  “Every season brings its own new set 
of challenges. This season has been a 
shift toward more of a youth movement 
with younger players at both the JV and 
Varsity levels,” Coach Tina Carrillo 
said.
  Having such a young team goals are 
different from the years before.
 “It is challenging having a bunch of 
underclassmen, but we make it work” 
senior guard Kayla Brown said.
 “We are carrying four freshman and two 
sophomores. There is only one senior in 
the entire program,” Carrillo said. 
  “Our goal this year is to fi nd a way 
into the playoffs. Since we are so young 
and new to one another. Another goal is 
to become more cohesive and synchro-
nized.” 

 Carrillo said she also hopes to see 
“overall improvement with the funda-
mentals of the game and basketball IQ. 
Every coach’s goal is to fi nd the players 
who are willing to make the necessary 
investments for the future, which is ded-
icating time outside of the season to be-
come better when the season starts.
 “Although we have already made some 
great moments together, our greatest de-
sire is to make the playoffs.”
   This year the boy’s and girls’ basket-
ball teams will be playing in the same 
locations throughout district play.
  “I’m defi nitely in favor of playing with 
the guys because whether we, or anyone 
else realizes it or not we are a Mount 
Pleasant basketball program as a whole, 
representing our school with a common 
interest- the game that we love, basket-
ball,” Carrillo said.
 “I think that the reasons why small 
schools are so closely knit is because 
they keep programs together in the same 
place instead of spreading them out. This 
brings a community feel to the school. 
We have the luxury of experiencing this 
for the next two years.” 

Lady Tigers guard Kayla Brown dribbles up the court.

Young Lady Tigers hoping 
to overcome youthfulness
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  Seniors Jordan Dicker-
son and Rustyn Goolsby 
have been selected as Wen-
dy’s High School Heisman 
school winners. 
  Like the Heisman Me-
morial Trophy Trust, Wen-
dy’s believes in the pursuit 
of athletic and academic 
excellence with integrity. 
Since 1994, Wendy’s and 
the Heisman Trophy Trust 
have been running the same 
play to perfection: honoring 
some of the nation’s most 
esteemed students.
  Jordan is the daughter of 
Kenny and Carole Dick-
erson.  She is a four-year 
starter of the Varsity Soft-
ball team and also played 
Varsity Basketball for three 
years.  As a freshman, Jor-
dan was awarded All-Dis-
trict Freshman of the Year 
and Offensive Player of the 
Year in softball, and in bas-
ketball she received All-Dis-
trict Honorable Mention and 
Most Improved Player.
  In her sophomore year, she 
was selected All-District 
MVP for softball and Of-
fensive Player of the Year 
for basketball.  As a junior 
she was awarded Defensive 
Player of the Year for soft-
ball and 1st Team All-Dis-
trict for basketball.  She 
received Academic All-Dis-
trict honors each year.
  Jordan is a member of Na-
tional Honor Society, Na-
tional Technical Honor So-
ciety, HOSA, and FBLA.
  She enjoys giving back to 
her community by teaching 
fundamental basketball and 
softball skills to elementary 
students, volunteering with 
the Pilot Club League of 
Dreams, serving at her el-
ementary school in various 
capacities, and participating 
in community food drives.

Dickerson, Goolsby chosen
Heisman high school winners

  Rustyn is the son of Greg 
and Jerilyn Goolsby.  He is 
a four-year member of the 
MPHS Varsity Golf team 
where he was selected to 
the 5-A All-District Team 
and qualifi ed for the region-
al tournament as a fresh-
man.  Also in his freshman 
year, he won First Place at 
the Mt. Pleasant Invitation-
al Golf Tournament, was a 
Drive Chip and Putt Region-
al Qualifi er, was chosen as 

a Longview News Journal 
Best Prep Nominee, and was 
a NTPGA Who’s Next Fea-
tured Golfer.   
  In his junior year, he placed 
1st in the Lindale Invitation-
al Tournament and the Arnie 
Invitational Match Play, was 
selected to the 5-A All-Re-
gional Team, and qualifi ed 
for the 5-A State Golf Tour-
nament.
  In addition to his other hon-

Dickerson, Principal Dustin Cook and Goolsby
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ors, Rustyn was recently selected to participate in the 2018 
PURE Insurance Championship in Pebble Beach, Califor-
nia.  During the tournament, eighty-one junior golfers were 
teamed with 81 PGA Tour Champions players and 162 am-
ateurs during an offi cial PGA Tour Champions tournament.  
Rustyn was teamed with Tim Petrovic and together they 
shot 70-68.
   Rustyn is a member of National Honor Society, National 
Technical Honor Society, Skills USA, and several Junior 
Golf Associations.  He serves his community by volunteer-
ing with the Salvation Army Bell Ringer program, Titus 
County Cares, and he serves as a junior golf mentor.  He is 
a member of First Baptist Church.

By JORDAN DICKERSON
Tigertalk Staff Writer
  The swim team has 
worked hard to prepare for 
the upcoming season and 
have done well so far.
 “The season is going 
very good,” sophomore 
Ryan Sharp said. “Tons of 
swimmers have placed and 
shaved time.”  
  The team recently attend-
ed a meet in Tyler.
   “The meet went well with 
several of the swimmers 
placing,” swim coach Mrs. 
Houchin said. 
  The team has set goals for 
the season and are working 
hard to reach them. 
   “We want to place high 
at district and be one of the 
top teams at regionals.” 
said Sharp. 
  The team has been at a dis-
advantage due to the lack 
of proper training facilities.  
  “Our season has been 
tough,” Houchin said. “Our 
meets have been against 
schools whose swim-
mers are able to train year 
round.”
  In the winter the swim 
team has nowhere in town 
to practice so they all try to 
get their work in on their 
own time.
 “Each swimmer has their 
own routine,” Sharp said.   
“A lot of us like to go to 
the hospital to lift weights 
and swim in a smaller 
pool while others go out to 
Longview or Rockwall to 
get conditioning.”
  Sharp says his favorite 
thing about swimming, “is 
how it is both a team and 
individual sport.”
 

Swimmers
making a
splash in
the pool

From left are Joselyn Smith, Katie Ochoa, Hannah Harvill and 
MaKayla Houchin. Not pictured are Isabella Greco, Savannah Mack, 

Anna Elliott and Lily Grace Jones. 

Boys swimmers are John Paul Avila, James Hang, Israel Hernandez, 
Jacob Elliott, Ryan Sharp, Sam Brown, Sam Sloan and Ty Hearron. 
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From left are Colton Craft, Miguel Guerrero, Alyssa Reynolds and Abril Ramirez.

  Four high school choir students have 
earned places in the Texas Music Educators 
Association (TMEA) All-Region Choir. 
  Senior Alyssa Reynolds earned 3rd chair 
fi rst alto, senior Colton Craft earned 5th 
chair second bass, sophomore Miguel Guer-
rero earned 4th chair fi rst tenor, and fresh-
man Abril Ramirez earned 7th chair fi rst 
soprano.
 To earn a place in the choir, the three each 

Four named to All-Region Choir
had to sing a solo piece before a panel of 
judges, not an easy task for a high school 
student. 
  “I am very proud of each of these singers,” 
said MPHS Choir Director, Nancy Vines.  
“They have diligently prepared not only 
during class but also on their own time.” 
  The students recently participated in the 
All-Region Choir clinic and performed in 
the concert in the High School auditorium.  

Senior superlatives selected
By MADIA ARREDONDO
Tigertalk Staff Writer
   Congratulations to the following students 
on being selected senior favorites by their 
fellow peers. The winners are listed below.
   Mr. MPHS - Diego Molina 
   Miss MPHS - Rebecca Yox 
   Most Athletic Boys - Dorian Glinton, Josh 
Morris, and Tony Freer
   Most Athletic Girls - Aslin Barrientos, Jor-
dan Dickerson, and Martina Ramirez
   Most Talented Boys - Jorge Banda, Ja’Qua-
cy Minter, and Frank Pina
  Most Talented Girls - Madia Arredondo, 
Itaii Luna, and Alyssa Reynolds 
   Most Likely to Succeed Boys - David Bar-
boza, Jose Liera, and Matthew Armstrong
   Most Likely to Succeed Girls - Andrea 
Beles, Audrey Courreges, and Rebecca Yox
   Most Likely to Come Back and Teach at 

MPHS Boys - Alex Guzman, Jashon Pogue, 
and Cesar Ramirez
   Most Likely to Come Back and Teach at 
MPHS Girls - Maria Colorado, Ashley Ro-
driguez, and Lauren Sutherland
 Best Laugh Boys- Israel Hernandez, 
Shamour Hines, and Sergio Monreal
   Best Laugh Girls- Lindsey Espinoza, Sa-
mantha Gonzalez, and Leshly Zermeno
   Teacher’s Pet Boys- Brent Garrett, Tripp 
Hinton, and Javier Martinez
    Teacher’s Pet Girls- Averie Ayers, Hannah 
Gage, Cessia Gonzalez, and Rocio Hernan-
dez
   Best Personality Boys - Tyrese Milton, Ja-
peth Pina, and Ben Wright
  Best Personality Girls - Mackenzie Cota, 
Dulce Sanchez, and Bailey Sisk

See Superlatives, Pg. 17
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   Most Changed Since Fresh-
men Year Boys -  Alvaro 
Figueroa, Kaleb Guerrero, 
and Ezequiel Salazar
  Most Changed Since Fresh-
men Year Girls - Guadalupe 
Ayala, Jenny Carmona, and 
Ali Grace Merritt
  Most Talkative Boys - Abel 
Bernadi, Joel Guerrero, and 
Marco Orona

  Most Talkative Girls - Nu-
via Chavez, Kyeondria Elli-
son, and Kelee Summerlin
   Most Likely to Travel 
Boys - James Hang, Ed-
gar Ramirez, and Eduardo 
Ramirez 
   Most Likely to Travel Girls 
- Harper Davis, Kaylee Holt, 
and Lily Grace Jones
  Social Media Star Boy - 

Anterius Beard, Jose Rosas, 
Uriel Rodriguez
   Social Media Star Girls - 
Annie Le, Odalys Macedo, 
and Leslie Villalva 
  Best Friends for Both Boys 
and Girls - Aaron Antone 
and Marco Orona, Dulce 
Memije and Leslie Villalva, 
and Hannah Gage and Ali 
Grace Merritt 

By AIMEE SWEEDEN
TAFE Advisor
& KELLY COWAN
MPISD Director of Com-
munications
  The Mount Pleasant High 
School Chapter of the Texas 
Association of Future Edu-
cators (TAFE) attended the 
Regional competition at the 
Region 8 ESC on Novem-
ber 30.  Seventeen members 
qualifi ed for a trip to the 
State competition in Allen 
in February.  Three of the 
seventeen have advanced to 
state in multiple events.
   The team of Leslie Caamal, 
Keyla Plancarte, and Jackie 
Puente presented a Chapter 
Scrapbook and advanced to 
State with their themed book 
“Limitless”.
  Ashley Rodriguez and Lau-
ren Southerland, two seniors, 
took on the task of writing 
and illustrating a children’s 
book for K-3 and advanced 
to State.
 Both of these students also 
submitted their working 
portfolio for judging which 
caught the eye of district and 
region professionals.  They 
will advance to State in Port-
folio as well.
  Seniors Karlee Newman 
and Tania Hernandez com-
peted in Children’s Liter-
ature and advanced with a 
Touch and Feel book for 
Pre-K students.
  Juniors Sophy Turner and 

TAFE students advance to state

Baylee Craig created an in-
teractive Bulletin Board that 
secured their spot at the State 
competition. 
  Maria Colorado, Abby 
Caamal and Zaira Reyes 
each had entries in Teacher 
Created Materials that guar-
anteed them all a trip to State 
in early Spring.
  Jashon Pogue and Alex 
Guzman submitted a proj-
ect for Teacher Appreciation 
that won the judges over and 
secured their spot at State 
competition.
  Many future educators at-
tempted the Educational 
Leadership Fundamentals 
Assessment for an additional 
opportunity to compete and 

test their knowledge at the 
state level.  Ashley Rodri-
guez, Lauren Southerland, 
Veronica Hernandez, Savan-
nah Mack, Angelica Najera, 
and Sophy Turner all scored 
well enough to advance, 
with junior Savannah Mack 
taking the highest score for 
MPHS.
  “I am so very proud of the 
efforts that each of these stu-
dents put forth,” said TAFE 
Advisor Aimee Sweeden.  
“Their success is just vali-
dation of all their hard work 
and dedication to the fi eld of 
education.  I am honored to 
be a part of their journey and 
I cannot wait to see how far 
they go!”

TAFE state qualifi ers
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By REBECCA YOX
Tigertalk Co-Editor
  National Honor Society inducted fi ve seniors 
and 44 juniors.
  In order to be eligible for the National Honor 
Society, a student must have a weighted cumu-
lative GPA of 5.10 and must meet certain service 
standards, as well as character standards, as ex-
emplifi ed in behavior and personal conduct both 
on and off campus. 
  New senior members include Averie Ayers, Jose 
Mata, Maria Mendez, Bailey Sisk, and Jonathan 
Woods.
   Junior inductees: Clara Alvarado, Christopher 
Araiza Aaliyah Avellaneda, Caleb Ball, Daisy 
Bautista, Ashley Benyshek, Connor Brison, Ke-
atra Brown, Shelby Courreges, Baylee Craig, 
Natali Delgado, Estela Dorantes, Anna Elliott, 
Virginia Fuentes, Erika Galindo, Jimmy Gonza-
lez, Maritza Gonzalez, Aliyaah Howard, Natalie 
Howard, Colby Hunnicutt, Jacqueline Juarez, 

Maggie Lilly, Jaquelin Lomeli, Abigail Mason, 
Ally McCrumby, Danielle Merriman, Felicity 
Miller, David Nava, Israel Perez, Brian Ramirez, 
Omar Ramirez, Jordan Rivas, John Rodriguez, 
Caroline Rose, Laura Sanchez, Yesenia Serna,  
Lizbeth Tavares, Kaleb Thompson, Heriberto 
Vargas, Brooke Vaughn, Paola Ventura, Emily 
Walden, and Grace Whitten.
  Returning senior members are: David Barbo-
za, Andrea Beles, Mallory Campbell, Makenzie 
Cota, Audrey Courreges, Colton Craft, Kay-
la Cuellar, Harper Davis, Taylor Dillard, Paula 
Flores, Gustavo Galindo, Alicia Garcia, Rustyn 
Goolsby, Israel Hernandez, Rocio Hernandez, 
Annie Le, Jose Liera, Katherine Lopez, Jose C. 
Martinez, Ali Grace Merritt, Maritza Quinones, 
Cesar A. Ramirez, Martina Ramirez, Erica Sala-
zar, Ezequiel Salazar, Alexus Sampson, Saman-
tha Santos, Johnathan Segari, Alexandra Vargas, 
Alex Vaseleck, Rebecca Yox and Leshly Zerme-
no.

NHS holds induction ceremonies

By MATTHEW ARMSTRONG
Tigertalk Staff Writer
  Our UIL Academics is off to a strong start 
this school year. Each year, many talented 
students shine through in their respective 
competitions, and shines a light on the strong 
academic culture of our school. 
  Throughout the fall semester, they have at-
tended numerous invitational meets. Students 
who take part in these walk into the spring 
semester well prepared for the district meet.
   “I practice writing on my own,” Journalism 
Competitor Rebecca Yox said. “I study pre-
vious papers that I have done well on also.”
Senior, Blanca Antolin, competes in numer-
ous events that have allowed her to become a 
well-rounded student.
  “I compete in computer applications and 
journalism events,” Antolin said. 
  Competing in multiple events increases 

your odds of winning, and also allows you 
to come home with more medals. Yox par-
ticipates in fi ve different journalism events.
  “It may sound like a lot of events, but it’s 
really fun,” Yox said. “I also get to win med-
als.”
   Each meeting brings new competitors, 
and new testing material. It is important that 
each team constantly practices to increase 
their odds of winning. 
   “The UIL teams are preparing for our Set 
“A” competition in January,” Antolin said. 
“My team and I continue to strive for a win 
after practicing all necessary material.” 
   Being a part of the different teams allows 
each member to gain make new friends with 
people that have the same interest as them. 
   “I enjoy going to the meets with all of 
my friends,” Antolin said. “I hope to have 
an awesome senior year, full of many wins.”

UIL Academics off to strong start
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NTHS inducts 43 new members
By ODALYS MACEDO
Tigertalk Staff Writer
  The high school recently inducted 43 new 
members into the National Technical Soci-
ety. 
  To be a member of NTHS, one must be 
enrolled in a CTE class, must maintain a 
cumulative GPA of 90, be a member of a 
CTE organization. (FBLA, HOSA, FC-
CLA, FFA, TPSA, SkillsUSA) as well as 
complete service hours. The 43 new mem-
bers joined the 27 returning members. 
   The new 2018-2019 members are: Clara 
Alvarado, Katelyn Andrews, Madia Arre-
dondo, Aaliyah Avellaneda, Caleb Ball, 

Reid Pinckard, Connelly Cowan, Ryan 
Sharp, Caroline Rose and Isabella Greco

Debaters qualify for state meet
  The high school Congressional Debate 
Team competed in the Regional Debate 
competition in Hooks and came away with 
a great showing.  
 Competing against the 5A schools in our 
region, MPHS took fi rst, third, fourth and 
fi fth places.
 Sophomore Ryan Sharp was the regional 
champion taking 1st and advancing to State. 
Junior Caroline Rose placed 3rd and also 
advanced to state. 
   Freshman Connelly Cowan fi nished fourth 
and is the Alternate to State. Sophomore Is-
abella Greco fi nished fi fth and is the 2nd Al-
ternate to State.  
  “We had great success last year and grad-
uated our top three speakers,” said MPHS 
Speech and Debate Coach Cody Morris. 
 “This year we had mostly underclassmen, 
with the exception of one junior. It was awe-
some to see them step up and replicate the 
success our seniors had last year. I say this 
every year but it is such a pleasure to coach 

at Mount Pleasant. We have the best stu-
dents. I am excited to see what these young 
guns can do in Austin!”
  The Congressional Debate team will com-
pete at State in Austin, Jan. 7-9.

Daisy Bautista, Luis Becerra, Keatra 
Brown, Nuvia Chavez, Anthony Cortez, 
Baylee Craig, Dianna Daughtery, Jose 
Flores, Virginia Fuentes, Hannah Gage, Er-
ika Galindo, Angely Garcia, Rustyn Gools-
by, Dorali Hernandez, Kaylee Holt, Natalie 
Howard, Maggie Lilly, Savannah Mack, 
Abigail Mason, Felicity Miller, Ariel Parr, 
Keyla Plancarte, Jackelyn Puente, Ash-
ley Rodriguez, Hilda Rodriguez, McKenzi 
Rolf, Laura Sanchez, Lizeth Tavares, Kaleb 
Thompson, Jaquelyn Torres, Debora Tre-
jo, Sophy Turner, Heriberto Vargas, Paola 
Ventura, Maddison Weddle, Grace Whitten, 
Viridiana Ysasi, and Leshly Zermeno.  



Twenty Questions with Mrs. Whitten
By KAYLA CUELLAR
Tigertalk Staff Writer
   In each issue of the Tiger-
talk, the newspaper staff fea-
tures a different teacher.
  This issue spotlights Suzy 
Whitten, who teaches Health 
Science Practicum along 
with Anatomy and Physiol-
ogy.
 1. How many years have 
you worked at MPHS?
  This is my 17th year.
  2. What do you wish to 
teach your students?
  How to have a growth mind-
set and be life-long learners.
  3. What do you like most 
about teaching at MPHS?
  The relationships with my 
students that continue as 
they enter their careers and 
become professionals.
  4. Where did you grow 
up?
  In Pittsburg and Mt. Pleas-
ant.
  5. Are you married? How 
many kids do you have?
  I’m married to John Whit-
ten and have Grace (Junior) 
and Caleb (8th grader at 
Harts Bluff).
  6. Where did you gradu-
ate? What college did you 
attend and what degree?
  I got my Bachelors of Sci-
ence and Nursing from Bay-
lor University and a Masters 
of Science in Nursing Ed-
ucation from UT Medical 
Branch at Galveston.
  7. Why did nursing inter-
est you?
   I like to take care of people 
and I love science. I could 
communicate well with pa-
tients and families.
   8. What was the most 
challenging part of becom-
ing a nurse before teach-
ing?
   Losing patients I had be-
come attached to.
 9. What advice do you 
give to anyone wanting to 
go into your fi eld of study?

  Make sure they are passion-
ate and like caring for people
 10. What was your favor-
ite thing about nursing 
school? 
 My friends. There were 
four of us that lived togeth-
er, studied together, and had 
every class together. We be-
came really close. 
  11. What type of student 
were you in high school?
  I was shy and not every 
involved. I regret not being 
more involved. 
 12. What are you most 
proud of?
  My husband and family
 13. What is your dream 
vacation?
  Paris, France or Bora Bora. 
I can’t decide.
 14. What was your dream 
job when you were a kid?
  Being a vet. I love animals.
 15. What do you do in your 
free time? 

  I enjoy traveling, sewing, 
and animals
 16. If you could have any 
super power what would it 
be?
  Letting people see their 
own potential. 
  17. What is one thing you 
think people should do at 
least once in their lifetime?
 See the “Big Picture” of 
God’s plan for their lives.
  18. What is the best way 
to start of the day?
  Prayer and coffee.
19. What is your favorite 
genre of books and mov-
ies?
  I enjoy books on self-im-
provement and action mov-
ies.
20. If you were not doing 
this job what would you 
dedicate to?
  I work in the summer as a 
critical care RN, so I guess I 
would do nursing full time.

Mrs. Whitten enjoys traveling, sewing and animals.
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Students select their favorites
in various Christmas categories
By BAILEY SISK
Tigertalk Staff Writer
  Students were recently surveyed over a 
variety of holiday themed topics. Topics in-
cluded: favorite Christmas movies, favorite 
Christmas songs, favorite Christmas snacks, 
and favorite Christmas characters. They se-
lected the following for each category.
 When asked their favorite movie, “The 
Grinch” was the most popular choice (30 
percent. Coming in second was “The Polar 
Express” (27 %), with “Elf” following close 
behind (23.3%). 
  he least popular fi lm was “Home Alone” 
(16.7%). “The Grinch” is a Christmas com-
edy based on a green character who hates 
Christmas, but slowly develops Christmas 
spirit throughout the movie.
   Students were asked their favorite Christ-
mas song with the options of “All I Want 
for Christmas is You,” “Mistletoe,” “Santa 
Claus is Coming to Town” and “Jingle Bell 
Rock.” 
  One of the best things about the holidays is 
all of the candy and treats that come with it. 
Another question the survey asked was what 
Christmas snacks the students preferred, 
three of the options made it to the leader-
board. 
 Hot chocolate won by a landslide (75%), 
followed by candy canes (14.3%). Coming 
in last was gingerbread (7.1%).
   The novel “The Grinch” by Dr.Suess  not 
only received a hit movie based on the char-
acter starring Jim Carrey in 2000, but has 
now released a new animated version that re-
cently hit theatres.
  The Grinch took another win with the most 
popular vote of favorite Christmas charac-
ter (57.1%). Following behind him is Santa 
Claus (21.4%), with Frosty the Snowman 
coming in third (10.7%). Coming in last was 
Rudolph (10.7%).

   The fi nal question was what the students 
favorite Christmas activity is. Looking at 
Christmas lights was the most popular choice 
receiving over half of the votes (53.6%), 
while decorating the Christmas tree and mak-
ing Christmas cookies both came in second 
(21.4%).
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Halloween Party
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CHECK IT OUT!

Have you seen NTCC lately?

903-434-8100
www.ntcc.edu

NTCC is an AA, ADA, Equal Opportunity Institution

We’ve recently made some BIG changes at NTCC! 

From completely renovated facilities to new programs, 

we are working hard to make your college better than ever. 

If you haven’t seen us lately, come check it out!
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What is your favorite Christmas movie

 you still watch today?
Tiger Roar page by Staff Writers Odalys Macedo and Omar Ramirez

“Christmas Vacation’
--- Mr. Whitten

“Christmas Vacation”
-- Lane Pinckard, 9

“The Muppet Christmas 
Movie”

---  Mrs. Bradley
“A Christmas Carol”

---  Ms. Fry
“Elf”

---  Mrs. Collier

“A Charlie Brown 
Christmas”

---  Naydelin Ramirez, 10
“Polar Express”

-- Jessica Plancarte, 9

“The Grinch”
-- Victoria Cabrera, 11

“Elf”
-- Noemy Perez, 12

“Home Alone”
-- Francicso Vazquez, 12
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“Rudolph the 
Red Nosed Reindeer”

-- Natalie Castenada, 10

“Nightmare Before 
Christmas”

-- Omar Ramirez, 11


