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The high school theatre department held their awards ban-
quet Monday night. Receiving awards were from left Alex 
Rogers, Savannah Ford, Theatre Director Jace Sturgill, 
Ja’Quacy Minter, Savannah Mack and Vanessa Vasquez. 
Student Voted Awards were Happy-Go-Lucky: Vanes-
sa Vasquez; Most Improved: Alex Rogers; Theatre Court: 
Skylee Ford and Ja’Quacy Minter. Director’s Awards were 
Technician of the Year: Alex Rogers; Golden Tiger: Savan-
nah Mack;[i]MPPACT Award: Ja’Quacy Minter and Dr. 
Carrie L. Klypchak Award: Skylee Ford.
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By REBECCA YOX
Tigertalk Staff Writer
 Staff members recently   
chose Assistant Principal’s 
Secretary Amy Webb as the 
school’s Employee of the 
Year.
 “I am very surprised,” 
Webb said. “I really nev-
er expected to receive this 
honor.”
 Webb was born here in  
Mount Pleasant, and attend-
ed NTCC before fi nishing 
her education at Eastfi eld 
College.
  Webb has also been a sub-
stitute teacher in MPISD, 
but her favorite thing about 
working in the offi ce is the 
people she works with and 
the pranks she is able to 
pull on the principals.
  “The thing I like the best 
about my job is the friends 
that I have made and the 
honor of working with great 

people,” Webb said.
  Webb would like to thank 
her peers for the privilege of 
them choosing her to be Em-

ployee of the Year.
“I feel humbled because 
my peers are also very hard 
working people,” Webb said.

Webb named Employee of the Year

Webb was also a substitute teacher in the district.

Otero selected Teacher of the Year
By SAMMI GONZALEZ
Tigertalk Staff Writer
  Maryna Otero was select-
ed by her peers as the high 
school Teacher of the Year. 
She is a Spanish teacher and 
the Language Other Than 
English  Department chair. 
and has taught at MPHS for 
14 years.  
  “It is a high honor to be cho-
sen by the colleagues who 
know me for my character 
and my work, appreciate 
me, and consider me worthy 
of this special recognition,” 
Otero said. “I feel grateful 
and responsible to continue 
serving my community in 
the best manner.”
 Otero, who grew up in 
Ukraine, earned her Bache-
lor’s of Arts in English and 
Spanish as Foreign Lan-
guages and Master of Arts 
in English and Spanish with 
emphasis on Translation 
from Donetsk National Uni-

versity in Ukraine. 
  She is currently pursuing 
her Doctor of Education De-
gree in Educational Leader-
ship from Liberty University.
  Otero has also taught at 

Northeast Texas Communi-
ty College as an Adjunct In-
structor. She has also worked 
for the education testing ser-
vices.  
  Otero said she enjoys help-
ing students becoming suc-
cessful in life.
  “It is a joy for me to work 
with young people and be 
able to utilize my knowledge 
and skills to help them. reach 
their highest potential in a 
specifi c subject matter, in 
developing their character, 
and in acquiring life skills 
necessary inside and outside 
our classroom on a particular 
stage of life,” Otero said.
  Otero said what she likes 
best about her job is seeing 
students grow. 
  “It is a precious experience 
to see my students mature in 
the course of the academic 
year, as they use their skills 
and become more confi dent 
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Segovia is 2018 valedictorian
By MATTHEW ARMSTRONG
Tigertalk Staff Writer
 Through hard work and per-
severance, Nathon Segovia 
earned the title of valedicto-
rian for the Class of 2018.
  Nathon is the son of Jose 
and Jehovana Segovia and 
has three younger brothers. 
Coming from a family that 
has experienced many try-
ing times, Nathon has de-
fi ed all odds. 
  “My family has suffered 
many economic and social 
issues,” Segovia said.
 “With both of my parents 
being teenage parents and 
my brothers experiencing 
similar internal confl icts, 
the opportunity to reverse 
the constant lifestyles and 
decisions that affl icted my 
family is now within our 
grasp.” 
  Following high school, Na-
thon plans to attend Texas 
A&M University and major 
in nuclear engineering. He 
was also accepted into the 
University of Texas and the 
University of South Caroli-
na.
  He has received numerous 
awards throughout his time 
here, and some include: UIL 
State 5th Top Speaker 2018, 
UIL Policy Debate District 
Champ 2017 and 2018, Dis-
trict Top Speaker 2017 and 

2018, National Speech and 
Debate Association Aca-
demic All American Award 
2017, and Word School De-
bate National Qualifi er. 
 Nathon’s time in high school 
is nearing a close, but in 
his time he has made many 
memories, joined numerous 
organizations, and made an 

impact on his peers.
 When asked what his favor-
ite memory was he respond-
ed with a trip that he took.
 “My favorite memory was 
the trip with the band to 
Disney World/Universal 
Studios,” Segovia said. “My 
least favorite was the food.” 
 Nathon goes on to say that 
his mother was, is, and will 
always be a major contribu-
tor to his success. 
 She became a mother at a 
young age, but made sure 
that he would still be afford-
ed with the best opportuni-
ties. 
  “She could have given up 
and allowed me to do as I 
pleased with no regard to 
my future,” Segovia said.  
“It is because of her that I 
read, earn high grades, and 
cherish education. Thank 
you ma.”

Nathan Segovia

year, as they use their skills and become more confi dent in 
their personal and academic success,” Otero said. 
  Mrs. Otero has defi nitely fulfi lled her word and has changed 
the life of the students. I  have personally on hand have been 
impacted greatly by her. She has always encouraged me to 
do well in school and well in life. She communicates with 
her students one on one and makes sure they understand 
what is going on inside the classroom. She helps students 
achieve their goals academically and personally. 
  Mrs. Otero has done so much for MPHS and her students. 
Her recognition as teacher of the year is and honer to her 
however this will not stop her from striving even more so 
her students can excel beyond their goals and succeed not 
only in their education but in their life!



Leyva is salutatorian for 2018
By REBECCA YOX
Tigertalk Staff Writer
  Verania Leyva Garcia has 
attained the honor to be 
called the Salutatorian for 
the MPHS class of 2018.
  “Being Salutatorian means 
that my hard work has fi -
nally paid off,” Garcia said. 
   “It fi lls me with pride and 
joy. It gives meaning to all 
the sleepless nights I went 
through when all I wanted 
was to go to sleep.
 “Salutatorian is more than 
just a number, it is all the 
pain, hard work, energy 
and passion that I constant-
ly put in everyday for four 
years.”
 Throughout the past four 
years, Garcia has received 
the Astronomy Academic 
Blanket as well as the En-
glish IV Academic Blanket, 
and the Tiger Award. 
 She plays on the varsity 
tennis team and has been 
a member of NHS, NTHS, 
HOSA, Rotary Club and 
FFA. 
  She considers her greatest 
achievements are being ac-
cepted into Stephen F. Aus-
tin State University as well 
as being accepted into the 
honors program at NTCC.
  “After high school, I plan 
to get my basics at NTCC 
and actively participate in 
their honors program and 
then transfer to SFA,” Gar-
cia said. 
 “There I plan to obtain my 
biology degree.”
  Garcia says the hardest 
class she has ever taken 
was Physics with Mr. Rus-
sell, but her favorite class 
was AP US History with 
Ms. Blalock because she 
fi nds new ways to keep you 
engaged. 
  “My motivation are my 
parents, for many years I 
have witnessed my par-

ents’ hard work and their 
enormous effort to give me 
a chance to be someone in 
life,” Garcia said.
 “It is their sacrifi ce that 
motivates me to keep going 
and make me want to be the 
best version of myself. The 
thought of having my par-
ents’ hard work payoff is 
something that feels me with 
passion and only increments 
my desire to succeed.”
  Being part of Health Sci-
ence Practicum and the book 
club has provided many 
memorable experiences for 
Garcia.
 Her favorite memories in-
clude doing crazy things 
with her two best friends 
Natiie Macedo and Abigail 

Gonzalez and meeting Cas-
sandra Clare at the North 
Texas Teen Book Festival. 
  She wants to tell her peers 
to enjoy and cherish every 
moment and be willing to 
try new experiences.
“Just be the best version of 
yourself and don’t give up 
even if you feel like you 
can’t continue anymore,” 
Garcia said. 
  “Although you might fi nd 
some bumps along the road 
remember that there is al-
ways a better day and peo-
ple who are willing to help 
you. Always be grateful of 
the friends and family that 
surround you because they 
truly play an essential part 
in your life.”

Verania Leyva
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Class of 2018
Honor Graduates

Nathan Segovia
Valedictorian

Verania Leyva
Salutatorian

Abigail Amerson Austin Cheatham Nancy De Jesus
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Tatum Dungan Angela Flores Jesus Garrett

Samantha Gonzales Abigail Gonzalez Hunter Grant

Shelbi Haupt Addison Hunter Dylan Ingram
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Daniel Landaverde Carlos Lopez Natividad Macedo

Enrique Martinez Jocelyn Mendoza Yalitza Mendoza

Joshua Menhennett Alexis Morales Blake Moulton
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Orlando Olivares Juan Ottino Edher Oviedo

Diego Patino Seth Robertson

Allan Ruan Harison Russell Jeff Saiboonchan

Miguel Paco
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Rachel Sharp Abby Sneed

Eric Vasquez Noah Wall

Luke Scoggin

Class
 of 2018 
Honor 

Graduates
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   MPHS recently recognized their top students with the annual 
Academic Achievement Awards Ceremony. 
   Students with high achieving grades were awarded blankets in 
the following subjects included:
  AQR-Karina Regalado, Agriscience-Allyson Robertson, Agri-
science Mechanics-Ryan Phillips, Accounting-Samantha Santos, 
Algebra 1-Angel Acuna, Algebra 2-Shelby Courreges, Anatomy 
& Physiology-Janelle Wright, Animal Science-Harison Russell, 
Art-Kachina Swafford, Band-Allan Ruan, BIM-Jessica Robles, 
Biology Pre-AP - Miguel Segura, Biology AP-Eric Vasquez, Busi-
ness-Luke Scoggin, Calculus-Orlando Olivares, Career Prepa-
ration-Joshua Harris, Certifi ed Nursing Assistant-Tessa Land, 
Chemistry Pre-AP - Sam Pearson, Chemistry AP-Rebecca Yox, 
Choir-Alyssa Reynolds, Communications-Maritza Quinones, 
Construction Technology-Abel Rios, Cosmetology-Gesselle Pal-
ma, Culinary Arts-J’Anthony Vargas, Dance-Payton Tyler, Ed-
ucation and Training-Helena Rios, Electrical Technology-Chris 
Memije, Engineering-Dylan Ingram, English 1-Connelly Cowan, 
English 2-Abigail Mason, English 3-Audrey Courreges, English 

Students earn Academic Blankets
4-Verania Leyva,   Environmental Systems-Valeria Moreno, Fo-
rensic Science-Martina Ramirez, French 1-Nia Jackson, French 
2-Natali Delgado, French 3-Maritza Zambrano, Geometry-Pa-
tricia Roque, Government and Economics-Enrique Martinez, 
Health Science Theory-Annie Le, Journalism Newspaper-Harper 
Davis, Journalism Yearbook-Matthew Armstrong, Law Enforce-
ment-Kayla Brown, Marketing Education-Hannah Gage, Math 
Models-Kaytlynn Catlett, Music Theory-Carlos Lopez, Phys-
ics-Jeff Saiboonchan, Physics C-Nathon Segovia, Practicum 
in Health Science 1-Averie Ayers, Practicum in Health Science 
2-Abigail Gonzalez, Pre-Calcucus-Samip Poudel, Scientifi c Re-
search and Design-Hunter Grant, Spanish 1 Bilingual-Victor Diaz, 
Spanish 1 Monolingual-Felicity Miller, Spanish 2 Bilingual-Daisy 
Quinones, Spanish 2 Monolingual-Sashi Poudel, Spanish 3 Mono-
lingual-Courtney Hall, Spanish Language-John Rodriguez, Sports 
Medicine-Danielle Merriman, Statistics-Jose Liera, Theatre-Sky-
lee Ford, U.S. History-Ezequiel Salazar, World Geography-Isabel-
la Greco, World History-Israel Perez and Instructional Practice in 
Education-Anjelica Najera.

FFA elects offi cers for next year
  The FFA chapter recently named new offi cers at their an-
nual end-of-the-year banquet held at the Titus County Civic 
Center. 
  New FFA offi cers for the 2018-2019 school year are Pres-
ident Allyson Robertson, Vice President Hannah Sparks, 
Secretary Cheyenne Clark, Reporter Makayla Houchin, 
Sentinel Blake Denson, Advisor Garrett Craft, Historian 
Hagen Holloway, Parliamentarian Ashton Newman and 

Chaplain Ashley Tabor.
  During the banquet, FFA recognized many award winners 
and scholarship recipients for this school year.  Also the 
chapter recognized those students who helped with the tor-
nado clean-up in DeKalb. 
  Graduating FFA seniors also retired their jackets at the end 
of the ceremony prior to the announcement of the new offi -
cers.
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‘An Elegant Evening’

Juan Ottino and Blakely Cheek 
were crowned Class of 2018

Prom King and Queen.
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Tiger Dolls share their favorite
memories of Suzanna Grigsby
By PAYTON TYLER &
ZANNAH HUTCHINGS
Tigertalk Staff Writers
   On April 29, Tiger Doll sophomore Su-
zanna Grigsby tragically died from inju-
ries suffered in an automobile accident a 
few days earlier.
  Throughout her life, Grigsby had an out-
going personality, friendly and always 
had a smile on her face.
   She could make anyone laugh at a mo-
ment’s notice. Her death greatly impacted 
the Tiger Dolls, the high school and the 
community.
   Members of the Tiger Dolls recently 
shared what they will remember about 
Grigsby also affectionaly known as 
“Pete.”
 “During our squad routine, Pete always 
smiled at me and in the end before we 
chased Abigail we’d whisper funny things 
to each other.” – Angela Flores, 12th 
grade
  “Mrs. Broach wouldn’t let us sit in the 
Tiger Doll room for lunch and me and 
Suzy had to share a seat in the cafeteria.” 
– Zannah Hutchings, 12th grade
  “I loved how she would always dance 
differently to the music I put on every 
day.” – Rachel Sharp, 12th grade
  “When I gave her the solo part in my 
squad routine, she gave me the crazi-
est look and when she heard the part she 
wasn’t very happy. She still killed it every 
time.” -- Abigail Amerson, 12th grade

Suzanna Grigsby
  “We went to the fair as a double date with 
both of our boyfriends and she rode the 
ride that went upside down. Every time 
the ride would go upside down, she would 
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pass out!” –Payton Tyler, 12th grade
   “We would go to Efurds to get ice cream 
after practice. It was a thing we did every 
weekend over the summer. We would get 
lots of fruit and then get the largest size of 
ice cream they had!” – Rylie Hardison, 
10th grade
  “One time she walked out of practice and 
nobody noticed!” – Stefania Sierra, 12th 
grade
  “The fi rst day we were in the auditori-
um, she threw a door open and dented the 
wall.” --- Ashleigh Amerson, 9th grade
  “Every day during 8th period, Suzanna 
would ask me to pop her toes. All while she 
was eating some kind of hidden snack!” -  
Tessa Land, 12th grade
   “During afterschool practice, everyone 
was doing skills across the fl oor and we 
decided we didn’t want to. We hid behind 
the curtain and got caught so we had to do 
our skills by ourselves in front of every-
one.” –  Anna Elliot, 10th grade
  “During practice one day Suzanna was 
eating while we were dancing on the fl oor. 
She was told to put it up so she put it in her 
shorts and we all busted out laughing.” - 
Cassidy Carr, 10th grade
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By HARPER DAVIS
Tigertalk Staff Writer
 The Tiger Dolls recently had their annu-
al Spring Show titled “Dolls in the City” 
which was based on their trip to New York 
City in March. The Dolls worked for months 
perfecting their routines, putting in hours of 
hard work to ensure their show was a suc-
cess. 
  Days leading up to the show however, 
tragedy stuck. Tiger Dolls Ashley Blalock 
and Suzanna Grigsby were in a car accident 
leaving practice the Wednesday leading up 
to the show. It was devastating. 
  With Grigsby’s life on the line and Blalock 
unable to perform, the Dolls debated still 
having Spring Show. In the end, the Dolls 
decided to dance not in spite of the acci-
dent but because of it. They knew that that 
is what their two Dolls wanted them to do.  
  “Spring Show was such a bittersweet night 
for us Dolls,” Director Jaton Broach said. 
“We were honored to perform for our com-
munity the routines we had been working 
so hard on, but it was devastating and emo-
tional to perform without two of our girls 
that we love.”
  Cancelling the Friday night show the Dolls 
focused on their Saturday performance. 
They did not fi ll any of the spots Suzanna 

Tiger Dolls honor Grigsby
with annual Spring Show
Event highlights 
trip to New York

See Spring Show, Pg. 17
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or Ashley were supposed 
to be in because they knew 
that even if their Dolls could 
not be seen on the stage, 
they were still dancing right 
alongside them. 
   The Dolls incorporated 
multiple things into their 
show to honor Suzanna. As 
spectators walked into the 
show they were given a pur-
ple ribbon to pin on their 
shirt and each of the Dolls 
had one around their wrist. 
  Before each routine Grigs-
by would have been in a 
Doll would walk to the front 
of the stage and place a pur-
ple fl ower in Suzanna’s boot. 
There was also a slideshow 
with pictures showcasing 
Suzanna’s fun, goofy, and 
loving personality. 
  With heavy hearts and sad 
smiles the Dolls danced their 
hearts out for Suzanna and 
Ashley. The Dolls show-
cased New York and all that 

Spring Show from Page 16Spring Show from Page 16

goes with it. From numbers 
off of Broadway productions 
to a tribute to 9/11 to tourist 
routines they gave it their all.
  “I am so proud of my girls 
for getting on that stage and 

doing their best while their 
hearts were shattered to piec-
es,” Broach said. “It says a 
lot about their character and 
how much they love both 
Suzanna and Ashley. 
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Seniors announce future plans
By ERIC VASQUEZ
Tigertalk Editor
& MATTHEW ARMSTRONG
Tigertalk Co-Editor
   With the school year about to wind down, 
seniors begin looking forward to the future. 
For some seniors, their next step could in-
clude college, a technical school, the mili-
tary or work. 
   Whatever their future holds remains un-
certain, but the Class of 2018 has an idea of 
what their plans may include. Some mem-
bers of the senior class recently shared 
what their future will include. 
 Marisol Castro - Finish the Medical As-
sistant Program and continue my career in 
Nursing
  Janelle Wright- I am serving in the Na-
tional Guard as a Combat Medic Special-
ist.
  Daisy Del Carmen- Attend NTCC to 
complete the Medical Assistant Program.
  Erik Flores - I am going to Spartan Col-
lege of Aeronautics and Technology to be-
come an International Airline Pilot.
  Hunter Grant- Attend Texas A&M and 
major in Animal Science.
  Jennifer Rosiles- Attend NTCC for a 
year and receive my associates in Medical 
Assisting.
  Emmanuel Moreno - Going to NTCC  
for two years then transferring to UT-Tyler 
to get a degree in Biochemistry.
  Edher Ovideo - I plan to attend NTCC for 
basics & transfer to SFA nursing school.
  Juan Ottino - Attend the University of 
Texas to major in Biochemistry then head 
to medical school and eventually become a 
cardiovascular doctor.
  Molli Dorsey - Finish the Medical Assis-
tant program at NTCC and then transfer to 
Texas A&M to be an RN.
  Lissette De Jesus - Continue a year in the 
Medical Assistant program while taking 
basics for college, then transfer to UT-Ty-
ler to study for a Physician Assistant. 
  Eduardo Hipolito - Attend college and 
probably get a job.
  Diego Vargas - Electrical or PTA at 
NTCC. 
  Yazmin Rojas – Work and then go to col-
lege
  Itzamari Vargas – Go to college, then 
transfer to nursing school to become an 
RN. See Seniors, Pg. 19

Daisy Del Carmen plans to fi nish the
Medical Assistant Program at NTCC.

Juan Ottino has hopes of becoming a 
cardiovascular doctor.
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  Tatum Dungan – Attend 
NTCC and work to get my 
PhD in Surgical Nursing 
  Tessa Land – Attend 
NTCC 
 Payton Tyler – I plan to 
attend Kilgore College 
and tryout to be a World 
Famous Kilgore College 
Rangerette. I plan to study 
Business Management and 
Dance. 
  Orlando Olivares – I 
plan to attend Texas A&M 
University and major in 
Biomedical Sciences.
  Cailyn Mendoza – At-
tend NTCC for a year then 
attend UT Arlington to 
become and ER Trauma 
Nurse.
 Natalia Ramerez – Con-
tinue the Medical Assistant 
program for a year while 
doing my basics then trans-
fer to Texas A&M Univer-
sity.
   Luis Carmona – Work 
and attend college. 
 Abigail Amerson – At-
tend NTCC for basics then 
transfer to a university and 
major in Social Work. 
 Jose Luna – Move to Dal-
las and open a photography 
studio while studying Psy-
chology. 
 Citlali Gonzalez – Attend 
Southwestern Assemblies 
of God University. 
 Heavenlee Griffi th – At-
tend NTCC and become a 
nurse.
 Grasiela Gaona – Attend 
NTCC then transfer tto PJC 
and major in Radiology.
 Abi Hobbs – I plan to at-
tend NTCC to learn how to 
become a bestselling au-
thor.
 Abby Sneed – Attend 
Southern Nazarene Uni-
versity and major in Ele-
mentary Education and mi-
nor in Music. 
 Kamille Gill – Attend 
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NTCC on a full ride Soft-
ball scholarship and study 
Sports Medicine.
 Noah Wall – Attend NTCC 
and receive my basics then 
transfer to Texas Tech for 
Petroleum Engineering. 
 Dylan Ingram – Attend 
NTCC then transfer to Tex-
as A&M Commerce and 
major in Graphic Design.
 Zannah Hutchings – At-
tend NTCC for basics then 
transfer to a major univer-
sity and major in Business 
Management 
  Tristan Zuniga – Attend 

NTCC and earn a degree in 
Graphic Design.
 Kody Escobar – Attend 
Texas A&M Texarkana and 
major in Psychology.
  Eric Vasquez - I plan to 
attend the University of 
Texas at Austin to hopeful-
ly double major in Psychol-
ogy and Computer Science 
and graduate in under 3 
years. 
  Angela Rios -- Attend 
NTCC in the summer for 
PCT program then fi nish 
in July and continue doing 
my basics then transfer.

Abigail Amerson plans to major in Social Work. 

Tristan Zuniga has plans to become a Graphic Design-
er.
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Senior Column
High school just begins our Odyssey
By ERIC VASQUEZ
Tigertalk Editor
  Coming into high school, 
we are expected to know 
what we want to do with 
our lives. 
  However, how can society 
expect us to decide that we 
may want to be a pediatri-
cian, electrician, program-
mer, or another profession 
at the age of 14-18? How 
can we possibly know that 
we might end up working 
in a place we did not want 
to?
  We don’t. 
 Life is a big game of 
chances, and our decisions 
play an important role in it. 
My fellow classmates and 
I have made some not-so-
smart decisions, or have 
done everything right, how-
ever, the advent of our new 
adult lives has come. 
  Some of us may be off 
to college, trade school, 

or preparing to enter the la-
bor force, but we can never 
forget from where we came 
from. 
  I will never forget the fi rst-

day-of-school smell walking 
into the main building, end-
less line of cars forming at 
3:50 p.m., long lines of hun-
gry teenagers during lunch 
waiting to get their food, “fi ll 
in every seat, and every row,” 
football season, the fl ooding 
that happens every single 
time it rains, and much more 
that made this high school 
experience unique to Mount 
Pleasant High School. 
   This small town located 
two hours east of Dallas, 
has been what we can call 
home for however long we 
have been here, but now it 
has time for us to spread our 
wings and fl y elsewhere.  
 I do not want to use the over-
used cliché that we are “clos-
ing a chapter in our lives,” 
because we really aren’t. 
  We are just beginning our 
Odyssey on our way to fi nd 
our home, or the place we 
are meant to be.  

Senior Class of 2018
Graduation: May 25

8 p.m. at Sam Parker Field

Eric Vasquez
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By HARPER DAVIS
Tigertalk Staff Writer
  MPHS HOSA recently took 
19 students to the Gaylord 
Texan Resort in Grapevine, 
Texas for the State Leader-
ship Conference on April 11. 
  “HOSA competitions are 
always very competitive, 
HOSA sponsor Suzy Whit-
ten said. “The best and the 
brightest students from all 
over Texas compete for the 
top 3 spots in each event.  
We were very excited when 
Andrea Beles qualifi ed for 
Nationals in Health Care Is-
sues Exam and Tatum Dun-
gan received a $500 scholar-
ship.”
  The students worked long 
and hard to prepare for the 
competition. 
  “We stayed after school 
on Monday nights for work 
nights,” Whitten said. “It 
gave us a chance to practice 
with our teams, run through 
the presentations, and get 
one-on-one coaching.  Many 
of the groups began prepar-
ing in September.”
 Beles’ event that she qual-
ifi ed for Nationals with fo-

Beles going to HOSA Internationals

al competitors like Italy, Sa-
moa, and Canada, therefore, 
they have been referring to 
the competition as Interna-
tional Leadership Confer-
ence,” Whitten said. “One of 
the most popular thing about 
this conference is the op-
portunity to trade state pins 
with and meet people from 
all over the country.”
  Beles is optimistic about 
what Nationals might bring 
for her and is thrilled to have 
been given this opportunity. 
  “I’m looking forward to 
branching out and meeting 
new people as well as trad-
ing state pins with other 
members of HOSA,” Beles 
said. 
 “I’m ready to put my health 
care knowledge to the test 
and I can’t wait to see how 
I do. 
  This past year has been ex-
tremely successful overall 
for our HOSA chapter. 
  “We have had a great year 
with HOSA,” Whitten said. 
“The offi cers did a great job 
leading the chapter. Soon, 
we will have our end of year 
celebration, honor our out-
going offi cers, and induct 
a new set of offi cers.  This 
year’s offi cer team has left a 
great legacy for the years to 
come!”

Tatum Dungan, right, received the Theo Justice Memo-
rial Scholarship and Andrea Beles qualifi ed for Interna-
tional Leadership Conference in Health Care Issues. 
cuses on current events in 
health care. 
  “I researched current med-
ical advancements, diseas-
es, and health issues taking 
place all over the world,” 
Beles said. “I used several 
different sites to do my re-
search and I will continue to 
research and stay up to date.”
Nationals will be held in 
Downtown Dallas the week 
of June 27.
“In the past few years, HOSA 
has added some internation-

Front row from left are Alexus Sampson, Andrea Beles, 
and Averie Ayers. Middle row from left are Erica Sala-
zar, Blanca Antolin, Rocio Hernandez, Kayla Cuellar 
and Alyssa Reynolds. Back row are Javier Martinez and 
Alvaro Figueroa.
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Athletes sign scholarships

Citlali Gonzalez will play soccer at Southwestern Assemblies of God.

Austin Mitchell will play football at Ottawa University in Kansas.

Jasmine Martinez will run track and cross country at Cowley College in Kansas.
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20 Questions with Mr. Tigert
By SAMANTHA GONZALEZ
Tigertalk Staff Writer 
  In each issue of the Tigertalk, the 
newspaper staff features a member of 
the high school staff. This issue high-
lights U.S. History teacher Pal Tigert.
  1. Why did you chose to teach histo-
ry at the high school?
  They offered me a job.
  2. How long have you been teach-
ing?
  15 years. 
  3. What do you love most about 
teaching? 
  Meeting the new students each year.
  4. Have you always planned on be-
ing a teacher? 
  No, actually my family told me not to 
because they are all teachers. 
  5. What has been the oddest thing 
you have experienced while teach-
ing? 
  One year I took several students to 
Scotland, later that year several of them 
wore their kilts to school. 
  6. What are your hobbies?
  My motorcycle and collecting WWII 
memorabilia. 
  7. What was the college you attend-
ed? 
  Texas A&M… GO AGGIES!!!!
  8.What is your dream vacation? 
  2 weeks in Belize. 
  9. What is your favorite movie?
  “The Outlaw Josey Wales”
 10. What’s your favorite memory of 
teaching?
  The fi rst year all my students passed 
the EOC.
  11. Where all have you traveled? 
  I’ve been very lucky and have been to 
most of our states and traveled to Mexi-
co, Belize and throughout Europe.
  12. What are you planning to do this 
summer? 
  Going on an educational tour in 
Charleston, South Carolina. 
  13. If you could change lives with 
someone for one day who would it 
be? 
  Bill Gates. 
  14. What is your favorite food? 

  I love a good hamburger but could eat 
Tex-Mex everyday.
  15. What are you planning to do af-
ter you retire? 
Travel.
  16. If you could travel back in time 
when would you go?
  WWII England during the Blitz.
  17.Do you have any pets?
  2 dogs both rescued Major, and Scotty.
  18. Who are your heroes?
  I’ve always admired the men who 
served in the Military such as Robert E. 
Lee, Stone Wall Jackson and my father.
  19. What is your favorite moment in 
history?
  It’s impossible for me to answer that, to 
many choices.
  20. Who has been your favorite pres-
ident and why? 
  Teddy Roosevelt, because of his love 
for America and outgoing personality.
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2018-19 Tiger Doll 
Offi cers and Sergeants

New offi cers pictured from left are Sr. Lieutenant Nikki Emory, Jr. Lieutenant Baley 
O’Neal, Captain Harper Davis, First Lieutenant Rylie Hardison and Junior Lieuten-
tant Jenny Carmona.

New sergeants from left are Anna Elliott, Katelyn Andrews, Head Sergeant Lily Bur-
rows, Litzy Yanez and Ashleigh Amerson.



CHECK IT OUT!

Have you seen NTCC lately?

903-434-8100
www.ntcc.edu

NTCC is an AA, ADA, Equal Opportunity Institution

We’ve recently made some BIG changes at NTCC! 

From completely renovated facilities to new programs, 

we are working hard to make your college better than ever. 

If you haven’t seen us lately, come check it out!
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What is your favorite high school memory?

Tiger Roar page by Karson Hutchings

“Being Buddy McGill.”
--- Buddy McGill, 12

“Being on Tiger Dolls and 
dancing my heart out.”

-- Payton Tyler, 12
“Leaving.”

---  Edher Oviedo, 12

“Doing powerlifting and 
placing 10th at state my 

junior year.”
---  Molli Dorsey, 12

“Turning a shovel into 
a guitar in engineering 

class.”
--- Dylan Ingram, 12

“Playing golf with my 
friends.”

---  Zachory Mellor, 12

“Being Head Cheerleader 
my senior year and meeting 

Edher Oviedo.”
-- Emily Bonilla, 12

“Being able to be a Tiger 
Doll during my junior year 
and being in Health Science 

Practicum 1 and 2.”
-- Ximena Alvarado, 12

“Being secretary for HOSA 
and graduating from NTCC 
with my administrative med-

ical assistant certifi cate.”
-- Jennifer Rosiles, 12

“Being in Health Science 
and graduating as certifi ed 
medical assistant before 

high school graduation.”
 -- Marisol Castro, 12
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“Friday Night Light with my 
buddies.”

-- Emmanuel Moreno, 12

“Freshman year black out pep 
rally. It was so fun and the 

teachers danced. My favorite 
year was freshman year defi -
nitely. -- Eric Vasquez, 12


